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V. 77/'" Jn</iilllS of BlltlxJl Colli nihid.

By Franz Boas, Pii. D.

(I'rcsenlo'l In- Hr. T. Sterry Iliiiit, M:iy lUi, ISSS.)

For a Ions; time the roiniirkal)lt' culluvf ol' (ho Indians ol' N()it]i\vv>t America has

attrartod tho atlontiou ol' ('thn()logi>fs ; Itnt, so 'ar, no progress has h.'oii made in solving

llh' dillicult prolilom of ihi' origin ol' this cnlluro. Atlontion has hn^n rallrd lo the I'avor-

:ilili' rirennistanccs under whiidi these people live, (he abnndaiiee ol' food, and the mildness

of climate which favor a steady progress of civilization ; l>ut authropoueographical consid-

prations cannot bo considered a sullicient basis for thes, stndies, as their inlhu'nce is

oidy .secondary in determining:', to a certain extent, the direction in whi.h the culture

develops. A study of the origin of any culture mu^t I)egin with that of the people, with

the .study of its ethnological and physical <haractrr.

The fact which impresses itself most strongly upon our minds is the great divi-rsity

of jieoples inhal)iting the north-west coast of our continent. Tiieir licneral distribution is

!idniiral)ly shown on the Ethnologi.al Map of British Columbi;! by Drs. Tolniie and

Dawson, ^\'c notice the following divisions on the latter : the Tlinuit. llaida, Tsiinshian.

l!il<|ula, KwakiutI,' Nutka, Cowitchin. Xiskwalli. Salisii, Sahaptin, and Tinne. Among

these the Hihiula, Cowitidiin, Niskwalli. and Salish belong to one liimniistic stock—the

Salish. The Nutka are probably an indei.eiident stock, while the Tliiigit and llaida ar-

related to one another.

Among the.se .stocks the Salish are by far the nio-t i\nportant. occupying- as tliey do

ail ennrmous territory. The observer of liie trilx's of tliis rac will lie struck by the

diversity of dialects of their lani-'uaue. These dialects, accordinu' to their allinities, may

he grtmped as follows. First, there arc th.' dialects of the interior, of which the Salish

proper may serve as a spcimen. In British Columbia two dialects of this u'roup are

spoken : the Okanagan and the Ntlakyapamu(i or Su^'shwapmutp The second group is

ihal of the Coast Salish, which is spoken on the .'oasts of I'ugel Sound and the Strait of

(leorgia. I studied the division of the latter into dialects in the winter of lsSti-87,

and found that, in Briti.sh C(dumbia alone, not less than six or seven dialects exist, each

spoken by a few tribes. The southern of these dialects have almost throughout the same

radicals; but the meaning of each word underuocs material .dmnges in the various

dialects. Besides this, wcu'ds occurring in one language in a very simple form, are in the

others reduplicated or ev<>n triplicated: transpositions of consonants, (dimiuation of

vowels, and transformations (d' consonants making it sometimes hardly recognizable.

' L'l'lmimim! W(,nl i.s wiiUoii liy \HA\. M. !>a\\snii K'niLiaJ, Trans. Key. Su'. Can., V. ii. 0, ana I'y l^^v. Alfred

Hall Kmigitiil, Traua. Roy. (<of. (.'an. VI. ii. 0.— I'a>. N<>ii;.J
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ITciv is ail oxamplc : him is " house " in the (lialt>(( of the Sk(ii"i'inic
; tln' siunf word is

iouiul as //('/// in the diuli'd of tlir (/aUc'lIci and l'<'ntlatc. The lormor call "house" mI-.j

'///« ii Word ol' doul)tlul oriuin The Suanainuui use the reduplieated forui li'lau; ih,.

Lk'un<;'en lhanue /// inlo n,—as is ilieiase thnmuhnut in their (lialeel---antl lia\ e liie wi.nl

'I'Icn. A eoniparison oT a lew smh words is jiiven in ilie loUovviny lisi whieh i^ the ijist

eomj)lele enumeration ol' the Canadian dialerts ol' the Coast Salish :

—

'

Kxr.i.iMi.



INDIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 49

nil (xtt'iKsivn use (if iiuxilisiry vi-rbs in Ih.' inlloxion of tlu' wrh. TIk- fiiormous munber
of (liiilccts of the Const S;ilish is i)iuti>ul;nly v.iuiirkiiM" wln-ii ((niii>;irc<l willi llii>

unifonnily of the lim<>Uiii>f ol flic Nutka, and witli that oI'iIh' Kwiikiutl.

The last y-roup ot I lie Salish uiv lln' Bihiula, wlio arc widi'ly sc|)Mratc(l i'rom tlic rest.

.\r,(,i(liiio-ly ilicir laiii-iiauc diU'cis inurli. (oinpaiativrly. i'roin that ol' the Salish pioi)cr and
C'liast Salish. It seems that a ( oiisidenihlc uiinihcr ol' I'oiciiiii \v()i(ls, paitieiilarly such of

Kwakiutl origin, have hcen embodied in the lanu'uaLiv, \vhil<- its gramniai bears all tin;

rharaelcristie features of the Salish grammar. Thr elimination of vowels has reached a

very great extent in this ease, niunerons words cousistinu- exclnsiv(>ly of eons<inants. Tin;

1 oinparison upon page fyO shows that there can Ix^ no doubt as to the Salish origin of tho

liilipila. The fact that a number <>!' expressions beariim- upon the sea .are the same in both

iiTcups, leads nie to the conclusion that ihey sep.aratcd I'rom tl ther tribes after having
lived for some time on the mast.

The l'oll(>wing list shows that the WikT'nok', a tribe of Kwakiutl liiirauc inhabiting

Rivers Inlet, borrowed many words from the liilqula, and rice rrrsa. The borrowed words
are marked with an asterisk :

—

Kxca.isii.
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EnOLISU-BilQI'I-A Vor.VBUL.VRV WITH ItKFKUENrK TO OTIIKK SaT,I!<II DlAM'.CTs.
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li'i'iiiiirUuhlf auioiiii' llif Wdi'ds in llir laMi' U[)oii \<-d<j:r I'.' is iliat lur ' tliicr." li;'iii-:< nl

ilif Wik'r'nok', wiiirli wc liiul ns lii'iiuis in llu' rc'ntliitr dialr' t. wliilc llh' Uihiula liav«'

ilir word st(ilti)'i/i/i, wliii h is uf dduldl'ul uii^in.

I hi'liovt' I liavi' .shown ])y these examples that iihilnldiiiral lesearehes will pmve a

viMV powerlul means of sidvinjj^ tlie (jnestions reiiardiiiii' the liistniv <<\ tlie Ndvthwest

Aiuciican trihes. I'aitieular attention nniiht to he paid tu the extensive liininwinu' <il'

Welds, which I have shown to exist ainuii>^- the fsouthein liihes, ami w iiic ii may also 1)
•

ehsrrvt'd amony' the Tliimit, llaithi, and Tsinishian.

Jn the study oCthe evolution of the euliiue (d' the.-e trihes, the (pieslion. what oiiLrin-

allv heloiigs to t'a< h ti'ilie, and what has heen horrowecl troni foreiun souiees, must ( on-

stanllyl)e horn in mind. Philological researches will liriieK help us in solving the

piehleni. Ihit om- (ti' the i'undamontal (jUestioiis to ln' answered hei'ore any (hliniie

results can be ol)tained is : What trihes and jieoples has e heen inllneiiced or have exerted

an inlluenee upon Noitlnvest American cullure :" The answer to this (piestion will deiine

till' area of our studies. The coast trihes must iirst he compared with their neighl)ors,

the lilskimo, Tinne, Sahaptin, Chinook. Kutona(ja.

As regards the Eskimo of Alaska, the lollowine' points are worth nunticninii' We
observe an I'xteiisive use of masks, the peculiar wooden hat oj' the southern tribes, the

use ol'the lahrcl, tfle jestivals in which property is uiven away, the houses built on the

same plun as Indian houses, the .sweat-bath, the (>xistence ol' slavery, and the high dev*d-

njnnent of the art of carving. The existence of so many similar or ideiilical ph<'nomena in

two neighboring poopli's cannot ite iortuitous. Hesiih's this, t!ie folklore of the tribes oi

liritish Columbia ref(>rs to the Mskimo country and to the l']skimo as plainly as possil)h'.

Here is an altstract from a legend which it wouhl be unreasonid)le to doul)t refers to the

Eskimo. 1 heard the tradition at Ivivers Inlet from a Wik'r'iiok .

There \vas a nuui wliose name Wiis Apoll. Oneihiy he was invited to a feast, and

after dinner ho requested a boy to take a dish' with food to his wife. The boy (.))eyed.

And when Apotl's sons saw the larue di.sli full of meat and berries, they rose from their

beds wlu're thev Were sleepinir, aiul wanted to participate in the meal. Their mother,

however, said, "This is not for you. A]>otl sent the food for me. If you want to have any

thing, sro to K'e/itsumskvana and lind something theit K i7/tsumskvana, however, was

a cannibal who lived in a country lar, I'ar away. Then the l)oys were sorry, they lay down
snll'.'idy, ajul remaiiu'd in bed f>r four days without taking food or drink. On the fourth

day the inhabitants of the village saw a swan swimming near the houses. The children

tried to catch it, but they were unable to get hold of it. When ApotTs son< heard this,

they arose, took their bows and arrows, and launched their boat. They api)roached the

l)ird and shot an arrow at it. The arrow hit the bird, but did not kill it. It swam away,

and the boys pursued it. "Whenever they came near it, tMey shot it, but altht)Ugh they

hit it again and again, they were una])le to kill it. Thus they continued to pursue it

farther and farther, and eventually caught ii. Then they int.'uded to return home, but, lo I

there were no village and no mountain, nothini>- but water and sky. Th ! boys did not

know where to go. After they had driftt-d to ami fro. for a number of days, an icy

wind began to blow, and now they knew that they had killed the master of the wind.

The sea began to freeze, aiul with the greatest diiliiulty they succeeded in pushing their

l)oat through heavy masses of ice. When they had drifted for many days without know-
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iiiLT \vli»»n> to CO, tho paddlf ol' the youiiirost ol'tlu' hoys broke. lli> wus (in'd, It'll asli'Mp.

ami at last porishcil (il'inKl ami luuiii'T. Alter a short while, the padiUe ol' ihc ii^xt KrolM'

ami lie also i>erisheil. TheiiiheiWd s\u\ i\ iiit;' hrot hers wrapped their ltlaIlk^•l^ ari.iiini

ili.'iiiselvi'>, ami alter a whili' lln' third one dii<l also. Now niily the eldot rciiiiuinil jj,

it'll asleep, Imi alt- r a >liorl while he j'l h iha I the ranoe had slniek the sh ore. I'ti

Kvidiiilly the uiusses of iee rejerrcd ii> licre. and the boat ol' si-adioii skin, w hieji th.'

boy lat.T on reerives as a present I'roui the inliai)ilants vi that land, relcr to tiie Ivskiiud

eouutry. In st'veral other leii-ends. whieh Irolleit.d in ihi' northfrn pint of \ aneouv.'r

Ishiuil, >iiailar pas.«.an''e> (PI I iir In one of ihesi', i wo l(nither> ".) adrilt, and alliT a u hi

reai h a h.nd whi'ri' skin boats are n.scd. and where the ni;;lits are \>v\ Ion;

t 'oiisiilerim:' the urea! unilorinii v ol' I'lskimo lite all over Aniie .Vmerira, I cannot 1 >iii

enii. ludo that in Alaska, the Northwest Ameriians exereisrd immediate inllnence upon

the Eskimo, and that west of the ilaeken/ie wi- <lo not liiid the latter in their primitive

tat'- 111 I ultiire. Ii is not impos-ilile. that, in ronseijurn .1' tl lis inlliieiirr, invriitidiis

nul itistoms wiiirh w .•re oriuiuallv I'lskimo bei ami' nmre i\> ted than thev Wi'ii 111

otht-r reirions where loreiiiii iiilluenees are not so strong'.

But we have to consider several other points. The ii.m- ol masks represent iiils' mytlii-

"•al ])eiutrs. whiih is pculiar to Northwest .Vmeriean tribes, is not entindy wantiii'j' aiiioiiu"

Til" liiviiii:- away ol' i>n>perty at rertaiii lestivals, and tln' use uj' ili •ih>' East.'rn E.skii HI'

siniriiiff-hous"'. with a reiitral liri' and plai r> lor liie pcnple all aruiiiid the wall, nr.iy h"

traced as tar as Davis ?itraii. It may iveii be that the plan ol' the snow or stone hoiiM' ol

the E.skimo. with el«'V;ited plati'orms on three sides (da central lloor, must be traced Icnk

to a -(juare housf similar In that ol the western tribes.

^ shall not cnt. r into a disi n.'^sinii <<i the >imilaritv bctw een Kslkimo aiK 1 Iml tan

lor.', as our kiiowledce ol Alaska loi;'ends is too d'liiirnt. Thr lew trai cs that are cnimiiiiii

to ]>oth are so wide.-spr'iol that they canmit l>e i i>ii.<idcrcd proof ol' an early connectimi

betwei-n these pe()ple.«. The story ol' the dou' who was the ancestor id' certain tribes, tln'

tran.^l'lrrnati<'n of chips o|' wood into salmon, the idea that animals an- men clothed in th-

'kin- I'l' animals. >ior;,> n| ilnldreri who were diverted l)v their relatives and iiecaii

and powerful by tiif lo'lp nl spirits, and of th.it was the husband and jtrux id

1'' I'll n

c|- 111 a

numb-r of woni'-n. an' i "in

E-kirno.

lU'in to tlie folklori- of Nurthwest America and to that <<\' tli'

lar w<- liavi' referred milv to tln' iiilluem of tl Nortliiwes,t A mericaiis uix'ii tin

E-ki mo. AV I- ihi're 111) inllni'iice in the opp site directiini ' We lind this inllueiiie ti

• xi-t. hr>t. in th'- traditions whi' h wrc miiitioned above, further, in the use of i erlain

irnpit-mt'iits. The peculiar Eskimo throwinu'-bi.artl is used by theTlinirit of Sitka, ivlthotiuli

fasLioni-d a<< ordini.' to tlnir st\le of art. The Eskiiim harpoon and the Northwest American

harpoon must undoubtedly biNeferred to the same oriiiin. The peculiar style of carvim;

of the Northwest Americans has been developed by the Eskimo in such a manner, ih.ii

\vhol.' liirurt's ar.- attailud to masks and implements, the figures themselves being not

conventional. Thus we may see a hti/itk on otu' wing of a mask, and seals that tli'

•d th e carvinifs o f tilhunt'T in the kayak pursu"s on another. This style has inlluenct

Tlin'.nt. and particularly those of the Yakuti;t.

If w<* try to <ompare the ethnolotrical phenomena of the other neighbors of the Nortli-

we.st Americans with the ( ustoms and habits of the latter, we must unfortunately confis>
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tiiat \vf know liiinlly iiiiy tliiiiu' nlmiii llnsi- Irili.s. lir ( i. M Diiwsoii iii.iicrd on liis

i-.M'iil journeys, that lln' r.iv.'n niyllis ol' i In Tliniiit ;ir.' alsD known tu t In' Tinnc ; hni

tins is only one isolated la. t. Tlius we lind llnit we are uinihle to pursue our siuily -ys-

(.•iinilicaliy, lor laik of ini'orinalion. Il is df the arealest iinporlain • tlmt tln^ latter should

he ( oil, , ted as soon as possihle, as the ronniins ol' ainieiit « iisioius ami usaLies as woll as

the trihes themselves are last vanishini;-. In the territory ol' the Dniiiinion ot ( "aua<la the

study <d' the Tsiuishiaii oj' the interior of the Tiuin- near llahiin- f^ako, o| tho I\ooteiiay. ami

nl'the Salisli of the intorior. is of prime importauie lor -ol vim;' tho jirohlfui- umler dis-

t UssioU.

Having thus in vain attempted to defiui' the -i op,' of the m-re-sary preliniiuary

studies, -we will c (iii>idcr the culture ut the eoast trilifs somewhat inon- elosely.

The ijeneral impression is. that il is unilomi ; l.ut lin' Ir.iV' iler finds many eustoms

peculiar to one tril)e, ;intl in)t jiracti.cd hy aiiotlnr. The-c >linhr variations are one ol'ihe

hest clcAVs I'or historical investiyat ions. Anniiiu tlic Kwakiull. lor iustaiu'c, we liud a

Very elahorate systi'in of secret socieiio, of Avhich onlv I'aint tran'- cxi>t anioiiti' the Coast

."^ali.-h and amonii' the 'riiu'iil. Thcrel'ore u,' mu-i suppose thai ihe i:'eneral lullurc ran

he traced hack to various sources. We will try to lollow up souu' o| thc-e imlicaiion>.

Fiist. we will consider the raven legend. The raven play- .1 very remarkable i>art

ill Ihe myths (d' ihi' Tlinuii lie is the heiielacior ol' man— auaiiisi hi- will mid inient.

lie is considered ihe deity, and yet in the course (d events, he i- alwavs tricked and

looled. He is sometimes called "ihe old one," iheri'hy recallinii' 'ihe old om* " of the

Alu'oiikin. As much has l)eon w riileii regarding;' thes,' Ice-ends, I ha-ien lo , iin>ider their

(lisiril)Ulion along- the coa,st.

The Kwakiull have a lirejii numher ol leeeuds referrinii- lo the raven. ()ne ol' these,

an abstract of which 1 shall uive j)rescnily. is p;irii<ularlv inlere-iinu'. Il refers lo his

origin. This leu-end originated among ihe Tsimshian and was later borrowed bv the

Kwakiutl. It is said thai 11 chief's wife had a child who used to plav with another bov

olilie villau-e. Oiu' day the chiefs son said to his playfellow, " Let us take the skins of

birils and lly to lieaven." They did so. and arrived at Aikyatsaiensna'la*!. There they

lound a small pond. lU'ar which the house ,d' the deity stood. Thev woro cauiiht bv tin'

daughters ol the latter, whom ihey e\enlually marri<'d. The deity, who is called Kants-

o'umi) ("our father"'), tried to kill his soiis-indaw. They, however, escaped unhurt.

They lived in heaven for a long while, and eventually the deity's daughter gave birth to

a child. The latter slipped out of her hands, and fell into the si-a, w here it w as fouml by

a chief, the father of the young man who had ascemled to heaven. At lirsl the child

would not take any food ; l)ut when, acdirding to the advit «> of an old man, the stomachs

of lish wore given lo him. ho beiian to oat greedily. He devoured all the provisions that

were stored up in the village, ami ihen said, "Don't you know mo :" I am Omeatl
''

(tho raven). Then the l(>gend continues, and describes iunumorablo adventures that tho

raven eiicountors in his wanderings all over the world.

Evidently this legend is aiiatti-mpt to reconcile the ideas of tho l"'simshian and other

southern tribes, who worship tho sun. w ith those of tho Tlingit, who consider the raven

ihe deity : therefore ho is made tho son of tho deity in heaven. Among the adventures of

tho raven we lind also tho story of how tho raven stole tho sun. It is important to state

that the chief who kept tho sun from man in a box had tho sun. tho moon, and tho day-
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liulil ill lii' j)nssi'.>.Mc)ii. ami that it i> nmsiiliTt'd tlif exploit <>r tlu' lavi'U to liav'' itlitaiintl

til.' dayliiiltt.

l'"ar lcs> iiiiiiKilaiil i> llir raviH in tjir iii\ tlmlt.yy "I llicHiltjula. 'Plu-y liav.' uIm.

the trmlitioii icrcrriiiii' ti» tin' oriyiii <i| ili.- ^ull : aiitl, tlu' raven is saiil to liavi- madr iIk'

salnion. lint. li"si(li> liii>, only tiiiliiiL: atl\ tiitiiif ^. in wliitli lie appi'ars as I'Xt imirh

iiTi't'dv. arc i't'<()r(I''(l.

Similar tratliiioiis ai«' told l)\ iIk' ('atlolli|. 'I'licy «ay lliat tlic ia\ I'li a< tdiiii)ani>(l ili,>

son oi' till' <l('ity in liis miirialioiis all o\fv tli>' worM : hut. icsidt's this, h<' ha> no ((niih-. •

tiiiii wliaii'ViT witli tlii'ir ii'liuious ideas, and he is not lonsidered the ereator oi' the >iiii

or ol' the water l'"roni the>e huts It ajipear- that ihe raven myths liaxe their ori'^iii

amonu" the northern irihes

The next series ol' traditions we have to eonsider are those rel'erriim' to the sun : and

ainoiiL' th«'>e a eertaiii elass. in uhi' h ilie mink i> roiisidered (he son ol the sun, i'^ parii-

I'lilarlv reniarkald'' These le^cntls are reeorded only amoni; the i{il(|ula and Kwakiiiil.

The resemhlaii'i' of this h'lfend to that oj' the (Ireek Phaeton is (|uite remavkahle. The

AVik'e'nitk tell it in tlie i'oUowinir I'orni :

—

Oii'e upon a time mink played irraeedio(ip>,

with the dueks and mink won. They next shot with arrows at a stiidv, and mink proved

to he th'' liisi marksman. Then all the ilu' ks ahused him and maltreated him. and iinally

broke his how: and tli.- dueks said, "We do not < are lo ])lay anv loiii>-er with you. N "U

do not even know where your lather is." Mink Itecame very sorry. He cried and ran to

his mother, w hom he asked where his iaihcr was. She said, " Now, stop vour crviiiu'.

Your lather is in the sky His name is Toatusela'kilis aiul he carries the sun i-very day.'

Then mink resolved ti \ i>it him. lie weiii to hi^ uncle, llanatlinaqto'o, and asked him

to make a new how. When he had L;ot the latter, he took his arrows and shot one to the

sky. The arrow stuck in the sky. The second arrow hit the notch o\' the lirst. And so he

continued until a chain was formed reachiii!;- from the skv to 'e earth. Then mink

climhed up and arrived in th.' .^ky There he met his father's second wife. When she

reco<Tnized mink, she said, " Your father will he irlad to see vou. You may carry the sun

in his stead. " When it i>rew ilaik the father returned home His wife said. "Your son

has eouie. He will stay with you. Now. let him carry the sun in your stead." Toatu-

sela'kilis was very ulad. and early in the morning'' he roused his son. He gave him his

blanket and his nose-ornament, and bade him ascend slowly behind the mountains lie

warned him not to qo too fast, else the earth would beirin to burn. Mink took his

father's clothiiii,' and slovi'ly ascended When it was almost noon, he got impatient. lb'

befran to run and to kick the c louds whi.h .)l»structed his way, and thus he set lire to the

earth. Man, in order to escape the llames, jumju'd into the ocean; and part of them were

transformed into animals, part into real man (before they had been half animal, half man).

Toatusela'kilis's wili' in heaven, however, called her liusband, and bade him throw mink

from heaven to the earth. He seized mink. to;e oil' his blanket and his nose-ornament,

and llnntf him into the sea, i ryiiii;-. " If you had li'one slowly, as I ordered you, you miu'hi

have stayed here.'' Mink fell into the sea between some drifting logs. There, a man found

him, and carried him liome.

Similar traditions are found among the; Coast Salish tribes. They all refer to the sun,

but the mink does not ascend to heaven, somi- other animals or two brothers taking his

place.
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AmoiiH: thi" Coa-st Si.liNli mid tli.- ii()ilh,.iii (rihi's of Rwakiull liii.air,-, a -jr.-il iiuimIxt
(prial.l.'s and tal.'s ivI'it to th.- mink, l,i,l tli.'s,. aiv .simil.ir in .haract.'i to tlio,s.' told l)y the
Tlinuil and tln-ir n.'i<;lil)ors ivlrrrinii- to the niv.-n. It is only ainony- th." Siianiiiinu(| that

th.' mink is of som." imporlainv, as h.. ol)iain.'d Ih.- liiv. Tli.- Ici-iMid says tin- uhosts
wvp. in th.' solr po>s,'s>i,,i, of th.' liiv. Mink want.'d to liav it, and lor'this purposf
sin!,, the inliMil child ol' ihr rlii..r ,,[ ij,,. -lio.i,. 11,,. nh„^is purMU'd him, hut did not

diiH" to attack him, and ollcicd in cx.haniiv for i he child, litis, niountain-uoat hlank.'ts,

and d.HM-skins, and linally ih.- liiv-drill. Mink accpicd the latter, and thus ohiaincd ih»>

lire. From all we know about the trailiti..ns ol' the Northwest American Indians, it

seems that th<' series of leijvnds troatintr <>t' mink as the son ol the sun are cnniined to thi!

liiltjiihi and Kwakiutl, and that they have spread lo >ome extein ammiii' their iiorlherii

aii<l soulhfrn iieiirhhors. An tlu' mink o. cupies a position of similar impc.rtaiice to that

of the raven, many (d' the adventures and exi)loits ..f the latter are also told of the fornuT.
We have shown al)ove that the llil(|ula are , loselv ivhii'd '> the Coast Salish. As the
hitter havi' no leovnds referring to the mink as tiie son o| ihc ,ii, we conclude^ that the
l)ili|ula a(h)pted them from the Kwakiutl. Thus we have !o,ind a second centre from
which the folklore of Northwest America has spread

Wo have fre(iuent occasion to mention tiie imporlani part played liy the suii in the
leuvnds of tlie- 'm lians. The farther south we proceed, the move important be.-omes the
sun aw a mythological fiifure, Amoip^- tiie Coast Salisli we (ihserve that he is uorshipped,
althougi. no ollerino-s are made to him, \\ iiile i, is said that th.' Salisli of the interior hurn
Food, hlankets, and other property as an oll.'rine in th,. >un. Tlie most important nf the

l.j^eiids referriiiii' to the sun, which are known only in ilie s.uiiherii parts of tlu coast,

ar.' those referrini^' to his murder, and the orieiii .d' l': ue\v -tin and of the moon. Lin-

guistic research has shown that, among a gr.'at niimher of trihes of this re-jiou, sun and
moon have the same name ; and a study of the l.'g.'iuls shows that th.-y ar.' really consi-

d.'i-ed one and the same person, or at least as two l)r..lh.'rs. These fa. ts an- m important
lliat I shall give one of the traditions belonging to lliis liniup. I h.'ard it told by u

Catloltq at Comox.

A long time ago the gum was a man named Momhaiifi'tc. who was blind. As he

was unabl." to endure the heat of the sun. he went, duriiiii' ih.^ iiiulit, tisiiilm-. Wli.'ii the

(lay began to dawn, his wife came down to thv beach and .ailed him, saying, '• Hasl.'u to

come home. The sun is going to rise." Thus he return. 'd belbre it urew warm. One
day, however, his wife slejit too long, and when she a\\»ke sh.' saw that it was daylight.

She ran to the beach and called h.n- husband to come home as (piick as possible. Ho
liastened as fast as he could, but it was too late. The sun was so h.it that he m.'lted

belbre he reached the sliore. Then his sons spoke unto on.' auother : '-What shall wt;

do f We will avenge father." And they made a .haiii .il arrows iva.hing from heaven
to earth, and climbed up. They killed the sun with their arrows. And they thought,
" What shall Ave do next ? " The older oiu> sau.. " Let us be the sun." And he asked his

brother where he wanted to go. The latter answered, " I will go to th.> night : you go to

the day." And they did so. The younger lirother be.ame the moon, the elder the sun.

Connected with the sun myths we lind the legend of the wand.Mer. He is consider.Hl

the son of the deity, and called by the Coast Salish Q,ils, and by the Kwakiutl Kmiikila

He instituted the laws and customs which are rigidly observed, and lie transformed man
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into animals, and killi'd maliuiiant brinies which inli'stod tho country. T mcntiiiiir,!

above that tho ancient hcinys. who were neither men nor animals but similar to hutli,

were transt'ormed into real men and animals at th.- timo oi' the great Hood. This mylli n

I'oniid I'rom southern Alaska to the northern parts of Vancouver Ishmd, while farther soiuh

the transformation by the wanderer takes ils place. I am not (juite sure whether ih^'

wanderi'r li'gend is known to the northern tiibe.s of the Kwakiutl. It seems, howe\ , r, lo

be less impoi'tant than it is farther south. The Kwakiutl proper consider the wanderer

as ideiitiial w ifh the raven, but I believe that this idea also originated in consecjueiin' {)['

a mixture of north rn and southern mythology, and that these two all-important mytlni-

loi;i<al jiersons, who oriuinallv belonged to two distinct mythologies, are combini'd in

one person here.

rnfortuiuitely I do not know whether the legeu>I.-. of the great transformer are known

to tiu' Hibjula ; l)Ut, even if thi>y '>xist, they cannot be of great importance as I did nut

hear him mentioned once, ^' hen collecting a considerable number of myths.

Tills compaj'ison of th«> myths of the various tribes shows that they spread from

three centres. This conclusion is corroborated by ,' comparison of customs. AVe may

consider the Tlinu^it the representatives of the northern ci'utre. Tho raven is tho chi''f

beiiiii- of their mythology. We hnd here the origin of the remarkable copper plates

which are used as far south as Eraser River. These tribes are divided into clans or

geiites, the child lu'longing to the mother's i^nis. The dead are uot buried but burned.

A comjiarison of the carvings shows that those of the Tlingit are far less conventional

than those of the southern tribes. The most southern people belonging to this group i>

the Tsimshiau.

The mytholotry of the tribes belonging to the central group is characterized by a

mixture of tiie raven myths, the sun myths, and those of the wanderer and the mink.

Here the child belongs to the lathers gens. One of the most remarkable customs of thesi'

tribes is the cannibalism which is coiuiected wifh their winter dances. Only members

of certain gentes can become canniltals. but each of those must be properly initiated, 'fhe

Kwakiutl believe a certain spirit to live in the mountains, aiul that by encountering it

the member of a certain family will become cannibal. The latter has certain prerogatives

during the season of the winter dances, and during two months is entitled to bite vvlio-

ever displeases him. These customs are "also practised by the Bilqula ; but they have

evidently been adopted from the Kwakiutl, as the allied tribes farther south do not i)r;i.-

tice them. The same ceremonies are in use among the Tsimshiau, who borrowed tiieni

from the Kwakiutl.

The characteristics of the southern group are sun-worship, the less extensive use

of carvings, and the small degree of art displayed in their manufacture. While tlf

houses of the northern tribes are sijuare, and beautifully carvid and iinished, the trit)es

of tho southern group live in wooden houses which are about live or six times longer

than they are wide.

Common to all these groups are a considerable degree of skill, a comparatively high

state of art, the irtwieral mode of life, the great winter festivals, and the domition feasts,

the so-called jiolldfrhes.

We conclude our brief review, which is presented more to call attention to the impor-

tant problems which the ethnology of the Northwest Coast offers than as a contribution
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to their actual solution. Our i.ivestigation.s are everywhere hampered hy a la. k ..l' ae. u-
ralo knowledge, soinetiiues even l)y that of any knowledge.

The only eouelusions at whi.h we have arrived ar^Mhese : that the ethno-ranhy of
th. inland tribes and of those inhabiting tlie northern and s„uih,.rn parts of 'tlie ro.st
must be studied before we ean solve the question as to the origin ..f .\oiUnvest Aineriran
.
uluu.., and that the latter has had its origin in three dillerent regions and amon..- three

(lilferent peoples.
°

NexK.— Ill ex|ilanatioii uf miihc ut'tlio al)ovc iili,.ii,.iic fqnivaloni.s :—

( (ital.) = e ill aiiswHr.''

'' = a deeji j,'utliiral.

'1 = German <'li in '• liacli."

Ii (ital.) = lieriiiaii cli in ' h-u:'

tl -^ HX|.liiii(>(l I.

V '
= th in " thin."

Sec. ir, 1888. 8.


